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BACKGROUND 
1950õs

Minimum parking requirements 
were first introduced to the zoning 
code in 1954 

2009

Last parking update to the 
zoning code was in 2009. 

ÅThe result of that study was more 
uniform and reduced parking 
requirements, introduced parking 
maximums to the zoning code, and 
design requirements for parking 
facilities. 

2011

In 2011 as part of the central 
corridor zoning study, parking 
minimums were eliminated within 
a quarter mile of University Ave 
for parcels zoned traditional 
neighborhood. 

July 2018

In July 2018, this current parking 
study was initiated in to update 
provisions in the zoning code 
related to parking. 



GOALS OF THE STUDY 

To help implement the climate action plan. Climate action plan calls for carbon 
neutrality by 2050.  

ÍIn Saint Paul, single-occupant trips are the most prevalent mode of transportation and, according to the 

Climate Action & Resilience Plan, 31% of Saint Paulõs emissions 
can be attributed to vehicle travel.



GOALS OF THE 
STUDY

To Implement comprehensive plan 
policies

ÅPolicy LU-13. Support strategies, as context and technology allow, to improve off-
street parking efficiency, such as shared parking agreements, district ramps, car 
sharing, electric vehicle charging andreduced parking overall. 

ÅPolicy LU-14. Reduce the amount of land devoted to off-street parkingin order to 
use land more efficiently, accommodate increases in density on valuable urban land, 
and promote the use of transit and other non-car mobility modes. 

ÅPolicy LU-15. Ensure that stand-alone parking uses are limited, and that structured 
parking is mixed-use and/or convertible to other uses. 

ÅPolicy LU-31. Invest in Neighborhood Nodes to achieve development that enables 
people to meet their daily needs within walking distance and improves equitable 
access to amenities, retail and services. 

ÅPolicy T-17. Use pricing to manage parking demandand improve parking 
efficiency in areas with high demand and short supply. 

ÅPolicy T-21. Reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) by 40% by 2040 by improving 
transportation options beyond single-occupant vehicles. 

ÅPolicy T-22. Shift mode share towards walking, biking, public transit, carpooling, 
ridesharing and carsharing in order to reduce the need for car ownership. 



GOALS OF THE 
STUDY 

ÅPolicy H-8. Encourage creativity in building design 
and site layout.

ÅPolicy H-18. Foster the preservation and production 
of deeply affordable rental housing(housing 
affordable to those at 30% or less of the Area 
Median Income or AMI), supportive housing and 
housing for people experiencing homelessness.

ÅPolicy H-31. Support the development of new 
affordable housing units throughout the city.

ÅPolicy H-46. Support the development of new housing, 
particularly in areas identified as Mixed Use, Urban 
Neighborhoods, and/or in areas with the highest 
existing or planned transit service, to meet market 
demand for living in walkable, transit-accessible, 
urban neighborhoods.



THE TWO 
OPTIONS

ÁOne option eliminates minimum parking 
requirements (article II amendments)

ÁOne option reduces minimums through targeted 
exemptions and reductions (article II amendments)

ÁBoth options decouple bike parking requirements 
from vehicular parking requirements

ÁBoth options proposed amendments the travel 
demand manage (TDM) ordinance and a new 
supplemental TDM program guide

ÁBoth options proposed to streamline processes and 
standards for parking  (article III amendments)

ÁThe other amendments in chapter 60, 61, 65, and 66 
are intended to complement the other amendments.  



WHAT THIS 
STUDY AND 
PROPOSED 

AMENDMENTS
DONõT 

ADDRESS

o On-street parking policy and ordinances (zoning 
generally regulates off-street parking) 

o Feein Lieuprovisions and parking benefit districts 
(was in the original scope)

o College Parking requirements (was in the original 
scope)

o Bike parkingdesignstandards



INTRO TO THE STUDY 
AND POLICY 
CONSIDERATIONS 

×Climate change and 
carbon emissions 

×Housing

×EconomicDevelopment

×MarketValueand Tax Revenues

×Travel Demand Management 

×Off street parking production



AUTO CENTRIC LAND USE PATTERN OF SAINT PAUL

The urban form and 

density of a city is 

inextricably linked to 

a cityõs carbon output 

per capita because 

the urban form of a 

city dictates travel 

behavior.



ROUGHLY 631.2 ACRESOF GARAGE SPACE IN SAINT PAUL 


